











Barra Fundais
a good neighborhood

In 1921, Mario and his family moved to Lopes Chaves
Street in Barra Funda, then a neighborhood that was
just beginning to take shape on the outskirts of Sao
Paulo. Formerly rural property owned by the Prado
family, the area began to transform in the late 19th
century with the arrival of the railroads. At the time,
Barra Funda was known for its factories, such as
IndUstrias Reunidas Matarazzo, and for its strong
popular tradition. It was there that the Barra Funda
Carnival Group emerged, the city’s first — a tradition
that remains alive in the neighborhood’s samba
circles.

Mario’s home was an important gathering place for
artists and intellectuals and was also where he
produced much of his work. For the writer, this
simple residence in Barra Funda was the most
important place in the city — or rather, in his world.






Letters

Sao Paulo, February 24, 1941
Dear Henriqueta

One day you’ll come to this house, Henriqueta,
and you’ll see how lovely the little corner where |
live is—my books, my collections of drawings, of
folk art, of old images, and my paintings and my
endless knickknacks.

Sado Paulo, January 20, 1945
Dear Henriqueta

It’s 8 o’clock in the morning; the day hasn’t
warmed up yet. I’'m writing to you, feeling your
presence in the gentle, blessed breeze that’s
blowing through the studio here. I’'ve noticed that
this street of mine has something of you about it.
It’s a nice neighborhood, a middle-class
neighborhood. But God made a rich man plant
some big trees right in front of my house, so that
the birds fill our mornings and afternoons,
bringing the scent of stolen fruit to our noses. The
streetcars pass a block away; they don’t really get
In the way.
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